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This is my earliest memory of church...

continued from page 3

tradition I’ve come to love like family — or to even know what’s likely to happen.
But, because of the way our governance works, there is no way to know. The
connection is not of one mind about human sexuality, and how that will all
shake out is still a mystery.
There are some things I do know, however.
I know the distinctives that make methodism matter aren’t trademarked
like the cross and flame. The ways we do theology together, the ways we
share and celebrate sacred things, and the simple principles from which our
movement was born are too big to be divided by dispute. These distinctives are
ingrained in our daily, congregational life. They make up our ethos. They aren’t
provocative, but they are worth celebrating.
So, in the weeks leading up to 2019 General Conference, we will spend time in
worship and study highlighting them. Children, youth and adults are all invited
to study the “Three Simple Rules” that every person in our tradition is tasked
with following: Do Good, Do No Harm, Stay In Love With God. And, be sure to
attend worship to give thanks to God for the unique ways United Methodists
are called to bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
I don’t know what will come for the UMC in February, there are some things
I do know. I know Barrington UMC and First UMC of West Dundee will keep
doing great ministry. We will keep making space for all people to be inspired in
worship, grow in their faith with one another, and serve their neighbors to the
Glory of God. We will keep gathering children and youth so they can build their
faith and memories. We will take mission trips — one to Puerto Rico in June,
even — to help rebuild the lives of our neighbors and remind them of God’s
unfailing love. And, we will keep assembling to sing and pray each Sunday and
other days we claim as holy. Because, while change and uncertainty is abundant
in our world, there will always be more reasons to be grateful than fearful. God
hasn’t stopped working, loving, forgiving. In the midst of all our trouble, God
keeps arriving and renewing creation.
I don’t know what will come for the UMC in February, but I do know God hasn’t
given up on us. You are in my prayers as we begin the new year, and I look
forward to all the new memories we will make.
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A D U L T FA I T H D E V E L O P M E N T

WOW Women of the Word
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor at BUMC, facilitated by Ce Watson
Have you always wanted to give WOW a try? Now is the perfect time
to drop into the study, The Story. Getting to the Heart of God’s Story by
Randy Frazee. Each week can stand alone in this year-long study. Join
the discussion and fellowship of this ongoing group.
God goes to great lengths to rescue lost and hurting people. That is
what The Story is all about: the story of the Bible, God's great love
affair with humanity. Condensed into 31 accessible chapters, The
Story sweeps you into the unfolding progression of Bible characters
and events from Genesis to Revelation. Using the accurate, readable,
and clear text, it allows the stories, poems, and teachings of the Bible
to read like a novel. And like any good story, The Story is filled with
intrigue, drama, conflict, romance, and redemption; and this story’s true!
From the foreword by Max Lucado and Randy Frazee: "This book tells the grandest, most
compelling story of all time: the story of a true God who loves his children, who established
for them a way of salvation and provided a route to eternity. Each story in these 31 chapters
reveals the God of grace—the God who speaks; the God who acts; the God who listens; the
God whose love for his people culminated in his sacrifice of Jesus, his only Son, to atone for
the sins of humanity."
Call the church office to be sure the group is meeting
and
join us!
The
United
Methodist Church is fast approaching

one of the defining moments in our history.
It is important to understand and celebrate
those aspects that make the "Methodist" expression
of the Christian faith unique and essential.

OR
WHY "METHODIST" MATTERS
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Join us as we consider how Grace, Connectionalism,
Social and Personal Holiness, and Wesley's Quadrilateral
shape who we are and how we live our faith in our
daily lives.
Sundays, January 13 through February 24
at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
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Shawl Blessing and Member Care Celebration
Sunday, January 27 at 9:30 a.m. Classic Worship, Barrington UMC
During worship we will celebrate the BUMC Member
Care ministry. If you would like more information
about this ministry, contact Elaine Anderson,
rneaa@comcast.net.

Big Sing at McGonigal's Pub
Saturday, February 16 at 6:00 p.m.
105 S Cook St, Barrington, IL 60010
Save the date and mark your calendars as Barrington United Methodist Church,
First United Methodist Church of West Dundee and Salem United Methodist
Church join together for the first Big Sing at McGonigal’s Pub. A children’s
program will be available from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Salem (111 W. Lincoln Ave.,
Barrington) for parents wishing to attend the event. Space is limited, so make
your plans now, buy your tickets and attend this rollicking musical evening.
You can sing or kick back and listen. And, or course, there is an appetizer buffet
that eats like a meal.
Tickets go on sale in the Lobby at BUMC, $25/person

g at

Big Sin

.
:00 p.m
16 at 6
ry
a
ru
b
Fe at
ay, ic
ridus
FM
erson
$25/p
.
ry 16 at 6:00 p.m
Friday, Februa
$25/person

10

11

12

13

TeachGuatemala: Vacation Bible School
From Wednesday, November 7 through Sunday, November 11, an adult mission team
traveled to Mixco, Guatemala. Each year we encourage a team to travel to teach Vacation
Bible School and check in with Silvia, the ESL teacher we sponsor and with the church from
which we arrange space. This year Elaine Moffit and Jane Trent joined Sandra Sanitzo and
Silvia Grabacki for the trip. Here are some of Elaine's thoughts:

"We had a very wonderful rewarding time with over 100 students in several
groups from age 4 to adult. Our theme this year was "Community," focusing
on how we are all part of a community where we live and with God. We also
worked on vocabulary that we use everyday, such as greetings, foods, clothing,
animals, feelings, etc. We did crafts daily, decorating canvas bags, creating
feeling faces and created cross necklaces and bracelets. Sandra took the helm
for the teens, young adults and worked on sentence expansion as their English
has improved over the last several years. One of the parents cooked for everyone
every day and we were invited to the pastor's house for lunch. We were treated
to music and dance at the graduation service on Sunday from a very grateful
student and parent community."
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Mujila Falls Agricultural Center
Barrington UMC has sponsored this important mission for over a decade through Rainbow
Covenant giving. Mujila Falls is an agricultural school with a strong focus on providing
proper and balanced nutritional choices. In addition to sponsoring the school, we have also
sponsored Betty Tshala, nurse and nutritionist, as one of our missionaries and, previously, her
husband, Tshala Mwengo, a graduate of Africa University and the Director of the Agricultural
Center who was tragically killed in a bus accident in April of 2014. A new missionary, Temba
Nkomozepi, was commissioned in 2017 and is serving as an agriculturalist at Mujila Falls.
Please read his words to our church below:
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We are working with the
Lunda people of extreme
North West Zambia. They
have the highest infant
mortality rates and lowest
life expectancy of all tribes in
Zambia. The greatest need is
to improve protein, vitamin
and mineral content in the
local diet and help families to
increase incomes so they can
provide for schooling, medical
care, clothing and additional
foods. For more information,
contact Sharon Orr,
sorr@barringtonumc.com.
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YO U T H M I N I S T RY

Happy New Year, God's Squad!
2018 was full of incredible memories, new friendships, mission trips and retreats, and
growing our faith with God. I can only imagine what 2019 has in store for us as a group!
Youth group (for students grade 3-12) will be kicking back up again on Sunday, January 13
from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. We will have a "Belated New Years Party" with games, food, New Year’s
Resolutions and... OUR MISSION TRIP DESTINATION REVEAL! You won’t want to miss it!
Starting January 20, our first sermon series will be “Strangely Warmed: A Look at Methodism
with the Help of Stranger Things.” Following along our church-wide series, we will look
at some of early Methodist stories and themes, compared with the amazing Netflix show
“Stranger Things,” as our denomination approaches Special Session 2019. Bring a friend... all
are welcome!
Lastly, our youth team is going to try something new this semester. Coffee, Cocoa and
Homework Hangs will meet at Barrington UMC in The Well on Sundays from 3:30-6:00 p.m.
beginning Sunday January 20. Since we all have work to complete for Monday, we might as
well do it together. Fred and Pastor Maddie will be there to assist with any school questions,
moral support and hot chocolate or coffee!
Here’s to a new year where we continue forming deep relationship, sharing stories and
learning about our God of new life!

Youth Group

Coffee, Cocoa and Homework Hangs Resumes on a new day!

Resumes Sunday, January 13

Sundays beginning January 20, 3:30–6:00 p.m.

6:00–7:30 p.m. at Barrington UMC

in The Well at Barrington UMC

7th & 8th grade Confirmation
Confirmation Class | Resumes Sunday, January 13

Contact Pastor Maddie at mjohnson@barringtonumc.com for more information.

t r
y

d’sD
Go
A
QU

22

o u
t h

i

s

S

y

m

i n

23

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE

98 Algonquin Road
Barrington, IL 60010-6145
barringtonumc.com
First UMC West Dundee
318 W. Main Street, West Dundee, IL 60118

PAID

BARRINGTON, IL
60010
PERMIT NO. 27

